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Evolution Crossword #1, Holt California Life Science
Name _____________________  Date __________
Instructions: Complete the puzzle. Use the clues to help you fill the boxes with the correct words.
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ACROSS
1. the  formation  of  new  species  as  a  result  of  evolution

5. the  time  required  for  half  of  a  sample  of  a  radioactive  isotope  to  break  down  by  radioactive  decay  to  
form  a  daughter  isotope

6. the  trace  or  remains  of  an  organism  that  lived  long  ago,  most  commonly  preserved  in  sedimentary  rock

8. the  scientific  study  of  fossils

9. a  genetically  determined  characteristic

15. the  theory  that  explains  how  large  pieces  of  Earth's  outermost  layer,  called  tectonic  plates,  move  and  
change  shape

18. the  death  of  every  member  of  a  species
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19. the  process  by  which  organisms  that  are  better  adapted  to  their  environment  survive  and  reproduce  more  
successfully  than  less  well  adapted  organisms

20. any  method  of  determining  whether  an  event  or  object  is  older  or  younger  than  other  events  or  objects

DOWN
2. describes  a  species  that  has  died  out  completely

3. the  process  in  which  a  radioactive  isotope  tends  to  break  down  into  a  stable  isotope  of  the  same  element  
or  another  element

4. a  rock  that  forms  from  compressed  or  cemented  layers  of  sediment

7. the  process  in  which  inherited  characteristics  within  a  population  change  over  generations  such  that  
new  species  sometimes  arise

10. any  method  of  measuring  the  age  of  an  event  or  object  in  years

11. a  principle  that  states  that  younger  rocks  lie  above  older  rocks  if  the  layers  have  not  been  disturbed

12. a  group  of  organisms  that  are  closely  related  and  can  mate  to  produce  fertile  offspring

13. the  standard  method  used  to  divide  Earth's  long  natural  history  into  manageable  parts

14. the  human  practice  of  breeding  animals  or  plants  that  have  certain  desired  traits

16. a  characteristic  that  improves  an  individual's  ability  to  survive  and  reproduce  in  a  particular  environment

17. the  hypothesis  that  a  large  landmass  broke  into  smaller  landmasses  to  form  the  continents;  the  movement  
of  continents


