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GETTING INTO THE FOSSIL RECORD 
VOCABULARY NOTE-TAKING CHART
Term
Synonym/Explanation
Example/ Image ?Showing Sentence
Erosion, n.
Transport of material from weathering or____________ away of rock and earth (and any fossils they contain) caused by wind, sun, and/or water
A lot of rain can cause erosion and eventually landslides
Fossil,  n.
The natural remains or traces of past life. Something is considered to be a fossil if it is at least 10,000 years old.
Fossil footprints can tell a __________about what animals were doing thousands of years ago.
Fossil record, n..
_______of the fossils that have existed throughout life's history, whether they have been found or not.
The fossil record is evidence of evolution.
Paleontology. n.
The study of life in the past.
_______________are people who study fossils and other types of evidence to learn about life in the past.
Uplift,  n.
The process that causes part of the Earth's crust to rise ____________ surrounding areas.
Uplift can cause layers of rock to become exposed at the surface.
Abiotic/Physical Factors: 
Non-living factors such as erosion, wind and sun exposure.
___________ is an important abiotic factor for photosynthesis.
Benthic:
Living at the bottom of the ocean or on the ocean floor. 
__________ live on the bottom of the river.
Biological/ Biotic Factors: 
Living factors such as decomposers, scavengers and predators.
_________ are a major biotic part of a forest.
Common ancestor
An ancestor that two or more kinds of organisms have in common. For example, the common ancestors of two biological ______________include their parents and grandparents; the common ancestors of a coyote and a wolf include the first __________ and the first mammal.
The common ancestor of the dog and the wolf is the first __________________. 
Diversity

In biology, a measure of the ___________ of the Earth's animal, plant, and microbial lineages. Different measures of biological diversity (biodiversity) include number of species, number of lineages, variation in morphology, or variation in genetic characteristics.
The parents brought a diverse selection of ___________ and cakes to the school bake sale.


TALKING Notes
1. What kinds of questions are answered by the fossil record?











2. What kinds of things can become fossils





3. Which is most likely to fossilize:  a bird or a jellyfish? Explain your answer







4. Of all the living things alive today how many will become fossils





Once a fossil has been formed, it might still be destroyed, list how the fossil could be destroyed





What type of rock are fossils found in?



Explain why there are gaps in the fossil record
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