2010-2011 High School Biology Syllabus

Teacher: Miss Elizabeth     



Email: mary.elizabeth@twinriversusd.org                                                   Class Website:  www.marric.us/teaching

Grades:  School Loop
School: Grant Union High School – 1400 Grand Ave, Sacramento, CA, 95838 
Main School Phone: (916) 286-1000, Fax: (916) 263-6686   Classroom A105  Class Phone 286-1040
Course Description:  Textbook: Glencoe Biology (2007).  The 2008 interactive textbook 
Grant Union High School Biology Course is a laboratory science class with topics in:

· Ecology – Unit 1

· Cell Biology – Unit 2
· Genetics  - Unit 3 and Unit 4
· Evolution – Unit 5
· Physiology/Anatomy – Unit 6
Username: GLNBIOCA07 Password:  Pr0AXI9K

All content that is presented to the class conforms to California Content Standards for High School Biology.  The course has weekly quizzes in addition to the District developed district-wide assessments (60% of the student’s grade).    http://glencoe.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/0078695104/sitemap.html
Regular homework and reading are requirements of the course.  Each Monday, students receive a weekly agenda which describes in-class activities, homework, and quiz material for the week.  Students are to take their weekly agendas home, discuss their schedule with their parents/guardians who sign the weekly agenda.  

Required Materials:
Students must bring these materials everyday.

1. Two sharpened #2 Pencils

2. Pen (black or blue ink only).  Work will be returned and not graded if another ink color is used.
3. Ruled- lined paper

4. Science binder or folder to store work in progress and completed.
5. Good attitude with a growing love of science.  

Students have the following materials at home, in addition to District borrowed text: Glencoe Biology (2007).
· Set of colored pencils and/or crayons
· Small pencil sharpener

· Basic calculator

· Clear ruler

Students should have regular access to the internet to review material posted or linking on the class website.  To access the text, Glencoe Biology (2007), on-line:  Username:  GLNBIOCA07 and Password:  Pr0AXI9K
Grading Policy:
Students are expected to carefully complete assignments. Work without a name will not be graded – No name box is emptied each week. Students must identify the work by writing at the top of the page: first and last name, date, and class period. 
Grades are based upon the standard scale: A= 100-90%, B = 89-80%, C = 79-70%, D = 69-60%, F = 59-0%.

Grade percentages will be based on performance in tests, homework, labs, class work and projects as follows: Standardized Assessments: Tests and Quizzes – 60%  Homework, Labs, Class Work, and Projects – 30%
In Class Participation – materials ready, in class and seats on time, volunteering with hand raises – 10%
Attendance
Come to school every day and be on time.  If more than a one day absence is anticipated call the office to request that your assignments are brought to the attendance office for pick up.   With up to six different classes, making up work is difficult.  Tardies interrupt the classroom presentation for all students and gravely jeopardize the learning of the tardy student.  When students are tardy they miss out on valuable instruction that is not possible to repeat because class instruction continues.  Come to class on time – it’s a job. Class is dismissed by the teacher when everyone is in their seats.  No waiting at the door.
Late/Missed Assignments/Exams

Class policy is to not accept any late work (including exams and quizzes) without an excused absence. So don’t be late! Any missed work must be made up within one week of the student’s return.  Missed exams or quizzes are administered after school on Tuesdays.  Students are responsible to get any missed assignments when they return. If help is needed, this can be arranged but rarely during class because class time is already scheduled with teacher-led learning activities. Deviations from this policy require parental conferences scheduled with student present.  Periodically, work days are scheduled to improve organization.
Classroom Rules, Routines and Policies:
Following these rules, routines, and policies will create a professional education environment that enhances the achievement of academic success.  This is the goal.  Enforcement of these rules takes away from already limited instruction time. Violations will result in parent contact, detention during which students are expected to work in the classroom or garden area, and if repeated, administrative referral.
 1. Students shall have respect for their peers, their teacher and their surroundings, including textbooks, other student and teacher materials.  Students are responsible for any damage to the new textbooks that are checked out for home use or 1/3th of the damage for in class use.
2. School wide rules and expectations will be enforced.  Students shall be in proper dressed at all times.  Respect of rules demonstrates commitment to personal growth and integrity.

3.  Classroom entry shall be quiet and quick.  Students will bring required classroom materials to their assigned seat, along with any homework and work in progress.  Student shall note any homework or assignments changes on their weekly agendas and begin working on the bell-ringer questions and/or vocabulary. 

4.  Homework must be turned in within the first 5 minutes of class.

5.  Missed test and quizzes cannot automatically be retaken. Unexcused absences will result in a zero score.  If a student is absent due to an excused absence, the student will be expected to take the test and/or quiz missed upon their return at an agreed upon time and place, and within one week of return.

6. CD/mp3 players, cell phones or video games in use or available for use in class shall be confiscated and available for parental pickup or next day pickup. Student refusal to cooperate will be considered defiance and more serious consequences will result than would otherwise.  Students must have their full attention directed to classroom activities to enhance learning opportunities.  Teachers are not responsible if a device is lost or stolen.  No warnings.
7. Students are expected to participate and do their part in group labs and activities.  On average there will be one day allocated for bi- weekly laboratory inquiry activity.  In order for laboratories to be successful a high level of maturity and courtesy is required.  Expensive equipment and rare samples are used during many laboratories.  General science laboratory safety rules will be strictly enforced.  Students shall be assigned to specific laboratory groups.  Parent permission slips are required for some laboratory activities. Video cameras may be used to tape classroom activities to assess learning activities, student behavior, and for teacher review.
8.  Gum, food, and drinks other than water are not allowed in class.
9.  Regular parent contact occurs throughout the school-year.   It is preferred that discussions be about positive behaviors rather than problematic behaviors.  Student education, supported in the classroom and in the home environment, maximizes academic development.
10.  The 3-B’s should be followed in life science and in all other classes at Grant High School
	Be Safe
	Be Respectful
	Be Responsible

	Use all equipment and materials properly
	Ask permission before using any equipment, computers, or books
	Be in your seat or lined up before the bell rings

	Keep hands and feet to yourself
	Only talk when appropriate and use a quiet voice
	Come to class with all required materials and pencils sharpened before the bell rings

	Stay in your seat unless permitted to move
	Use positive language
	Complete assignments on time

	Leave all food, gum, and drinks outside
	Raise your hand and wait quietly for help
	Go to the restroom before and after class.

	Keep electronic devices at home or put away in backpacks
	Follow directions
	Be properly attired for weather and activities


11. Opportunities for after-school activities and field trips will require parent involvement as chaperons and helpers.  A class newsletter is published quarterly, weekly agendas are sent home, the class website is updated regularly (www.marric.us/teaching), and two back to school nights are scheduled.  Parents and guardians are welcomed to help in the classroom or just with special class projects. 
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