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Grant Union High School  2010-2011
Room A105 (upstairs Main Campus)
      
Mary Elizabeth – mary.elizabeth@twinriversusd.org
      Class website: www.marric.us

What is Chemistry
Chemistry is about the making of things. It helps us understand our surroundings better.
By applying Chemistry, we can produce many useful substances like metals, fuels, fertilizers and plastics from raw materials that exist on earth, in the sea or in the air.
Chemistry is an essential part of our lives. It is concerned with the foods we eat, the clothes we wear, the fuels we burn and the chemical products we use.

A background in Chemistry is also essential for many occupations. Some examples are doctor, dentist, archaeologist, chemical engineer, nurse, ecologist, food scientist, forensic scientist, etc.

Course Description

General Chemistry (college preparatory) is a two-semester inorganic chemistry course designed to meet the needs of students pursuing a science major in a college or university. This course fulfills the A-G requirements for the University of California and California State University systems. Laboratory experiments/activities are employed to apply and support the concepts learned in class.
Prerequisite:
Algebra 1 with a grade of C or better completed prior to taking this course.

Textbook: 

[image: image4.wmf]The following textbook is required for this course: Chemistry Matter and Change Publisher: Glencoe/McGraw Hill Publishing Company, 
copyright 2005
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Materials Needed Each Day

1) a three ring binder with extra paper,  

2) spiral bound notebook for science journal 
3) 2 pencils/1 blue or black pen/highlighter,

4) scientific calculator, and 

5) patience and a sense of humor

Course Materials: [image: image1.wmf]

Students are responsible for the following classroom materials:

1. a spiral notebook and three ring binder
2. calculator with scientific notation
3. pencils and pen black or blue ONLY
4. colored pencils/highlighters/crayons
5. paper
6. [image: image6.wmf]textbook
Course Content:

The course encompasses the following major areas that are strictly aligned with the California State Science Content Standards in chemistry from www.cde.ca.gov
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Fall Semester                         

Unit 1 Introductory Skills 2 wks Ch.1/2
Unit 2 Atomic & Molecular


Structure 3.5 wks Ch 3/4/7/25
Unit 3 Electrons in Atoms 1.5 wks Ch5/6

Unit 4 Chemical Bonds 3 wks Ch 8/9
Unit5/6 Chemical Reactions/Stoichiometry 5 wks   Ch 10/11/12 
End of First Semester

Spring Semester 
Unit 7 States of Matter/ Liquids, Solids, and Gas Properties 3 wk Ch 13/14

Unit 8 Acids & Bases 2 wks Ch 10

Unit 9 Solutions 2 wks Ch 15

Unit 10 Chemical Thermodynamics 3 wks Ch 16
Unit 11 Reaction Rates/ Chemical Equilibrium 2 wks Ch 18/19
Unit 12 Organic & Biochemistry 2 wks Ch 22/23/24
Unit 13 RedOx & Electrochemistry 1 wk Ch20/21
End of First Semester

Classroom Expectations: All students are expected to read and know all school rules and to conduct one’s self  in a professional manner – polite, thoughtful, and considerate.  I expect each student to learn. 
[image: image9.wmf]Behavior Expectations: Every individual in the class is part of the educational environment.  Everyone’s actions affect each other.  Therefore, it is my expectation that all students will attend class on time, prepared, and ready to work.  

Classroom Rules: Respect yourself, others and the belongings of others. 
1. Follow all school rules – no e-devices in use
2. Follow the classroom expectations

3. Respect all property and people in the class

4. Do not speak when someone else is speaking

5. No personal grooming in class (for example: applying makeup and fixing hair)

6. No food, or drinks (except water).
Beginning Class: Be in your assigned seats ready to learn.

Talking During Class & Discussions:
1. Raise a quiet hand and wait to be called on when you want to share ideas.

2. Be respectful of your teacher and classmates when they are talking, and do not hold private conversation 
Ending Class:
Every student must be sitting in his/her assigned seat when the bell rings. No one will be allowed to wait at the door. Do not leave until the teacher dismisses the class.

[image: image10.wmf]Cheating and/or Copying Material: Should a student be found cheating on an activity OR copying material, no points will be awarded for that activity to any of the students involved.  It is essential that your work represent your own effort and analysis.  You cannot submit a duplicate of someone else’s work.  No credit will be given for duplicated work.

Tardy Policy: Tardies are disruptive to my teaching and student learning.  Three tardies and a student is considered truant. Students who come in tardy should serve lunch or after school detention on the date assigned by the teacher. Failure by the student to serve the detention will result in a parent/administrator conference.

Pass Policy: Five bathroom passes per semester. Unused bathroom passes can be turned into extra credit points at the end of the semester.

Laboratory Equipment and Safety:
Follow all laboratory safety rules at all times.  Never touch any laboratory equipment unless instructed to do so by the teacher.

Videotaping Activities:  Miss Elizabeth is working on her National Board Certification that demonstrates her excellence within the teaching profession.  Classes will be videotaped to evaluate teaching techniques.  
“Success is nothing more than a few simple DISCIPLINE’s practiced every day.

-Jim Rohn,  American Businessman,Author, Philosopher
Classroom Procedures

Grading:  Your grade will be determined based on the following areas subject to departmental change: 

1) Participation (10%)

· regular and punctual attendance,  

· behavior in the classroom,

· participation in class activities, and

· attending with necessary materials.

2) Homework/Class work/Science Journal (15%)

3) Labs (15%)

4) Tests, Quizzes, Laboratory Practical (60%)

Grading Scale:[image: image11.wmf]  Your grade will be based on a standard percentage scale:

	Letter Grade
	Percent (%)
	Letter Grade
	Percent (%)

	A
	93% or above
	C
	73-76%

	A-
	90-92%
	C-
	70-72%

	B+
	87-89%
	D+
	67-69%

	B
	83-86%
	D
	60-66%

	B-
	80-82%
	D-
	60-62%

	C+
	77-79%
	F
	0-59%


Extra Credit: There will be few opportunities for extra credit, so when they come make sure to take full advantage of them.  Extra credit can make up 5% of your overall grade.  This will allow you to increase your grade by one-half of a letter grade. 
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Homework Policy: If you know in advance that you are going to be absent turn in your work ahead of time.  Getting behind in this class is not optional if you expect to earn your credit and become proficient or advanced.  It is also a good idea to get a study buddy and exchange phone numbers.
[image: image13.wmf]Late Work: If a lab, or other assignment, is not turned in on time the assignment may not be accepted if the absence is not excused or the final score may be decreased by 10 percent (%) of the total points for every day late, with a maximum deduction of 50% on the final score. Late work that is turned in more than 5 days after the assignment was due will receive no credit.  If a test or quiz is missed and the absence is unexcused then the overall score may be decreased by 10% or more.  If the absence was excused then the test will be administered one week later with no initial deduction of points.   The make-up day for tests, quizzes and labs will be Tues or Wed after school from 2:30-4:00 pm.  
[image: image14.wmf]As this is my first year teaching high school chemistry (prior experience 2 years laboratory instructor for Aqueous Geochemistry at UCD) I am still putting together materials.  Generally each unit will have a unit outline with assessments and homework indicated that is required for parent’s to sign for acknowledgement.
Notebooks
Notebooks will be graded at the teacher’s discretion. and will be checked every other Friday.

Assessments 
Assessments will include 10 pop quizzes, unit quizzes, graphic organizers, oral questioning, projects, presentations, illustrations, final exam, etc.

You must be able to score 60% or better in every unit quiz which is usually given on Wednesday.

Research and Lab Portfolio/

Projects 
Research papers and projects are assigned by the teacher from time to time, and these must be kept together with the laboratory report sheets on a separate binder. You will be required to submit a portfolio of all researches and lab papers at the end of each quarter.



-Bob Richards       
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M.Elizabeth
916.286-1040
mary.elizabeth@twinriversusd.org

